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Details:

UpStage & ORC present

UpStage Musical Theatre Workshop

Sunday June 27 9am - 4pm

Orange Regional Conservatorium

COVID-Safe measures will apply

Tickets @ www.upstagensw.com.au/workshop

UpStage returns to Orange! Following the success of last year, Orange Regional Conservatorium in

collaboration with UpStage NSW is excited to welcome back the UpStage Musical Theatre Workshop.

Built with the aim of bringing high-quality music, dance and drama education to the Central West,

UpStage is a high-quality, fun, engaging day that will inspire and empower your young performers.

Sessions will include Performance Skills, Voice, Drama, Dance and the Business of Theatre. Younger

performers (aged 8-14) will develop their confidence in age-appropriate, fun, collaborative

performance classes while older performers (15-18) will participate in tailored, small-group sessions

focused on building a career as a performing artist. All participants will get to create a group

performance for parents that showcases the learning they’ve done throughout the day.



This year, our Faculty for UpStage Orange are:

Jessica Westcott (Vocals, The Business of Theatre)

Jessica Westcott is an Opera Singer, Theatre Producer and Choral Director originally hailing from

Parkes, NSW. She is the Associate Producer at Hayes Theatre Co, a regular performer with Opera

Australia and the Senior Conductor (NSW) of the Australian Girls Choir. She has a lifelong interest in

improving arts education for Regional NSW.

Callan Purcell (Vocals, The Business of Theatre)

Callan Purcell is currently appearing in the Australian Premiere of Hamilton The Musical (u/s

Alexander Hamilton) He trained at Royal Central School of Speech and Drama, Bachelor of Arts

(Hons) and has also appeared in Woof in Hair (Peace Productions); Slippery in Bran Nue Dae (Opera

Australia).

Natalie Abbott (Vocals, The Business of Theatre)

Natalie Abbott is an actress, singer and performer originally hailing from the South Coast of NSW,

who appeared as the leading role of Muriel Heslop in Global Creatures’ national tour of Muriel’s

Wedding The Musical in 2019, playing to audiences in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. Most

recently Natalie has been seen on ABC TV in the leading role of Diana in Aftertaste, opposite Erik

Thomson and Rachel Griffiths.

Stefanie Jones (Vocals, Dance, The Business of Theatre)

Stefanie Jones graduated from the Victorian College of the Arts having completed a Bachelor of

Music Theatre. She has trained extensively in dance, having studied with the Queensland Ballet and

also holds her Associate Diploma in Music for Violin. Professional theatre credits include Rhonda

Epinstall in the Australian National Tour of Muriel’s Wedding The Musical ,for which she won a Sydney

Theatre Award Liesl in The Sound of Music and Once The Musical.

Brittanie Shipway (Vocals, The Business of Theatre)

Brittanie Shipway is a proud Gumbaynggirr and Turkish woman. A graduate from NIDA, Brittanie is an

actor, singer, writer and dramaturg. Her recent credits include The Arbiter in Chess, Kay in The

Sapphires, Lauren in Kinky Boots, Mary in Jesus Christ Superstar, Fanny Brice in Funny Girl, and Sport



For Jove’s Othello. She is most well-known for her appearance on The Voice, where she turned all four

chairs in her Blind audition.

Billie Palin (Drama, Improv)

Young and up-coming theatre sensation from Dubbo, Billie Palin took out first place and the audience

choice award in the 2019 Sydney Cabaret Competition. She was most recently seen in Hayes

Theatre Co’s H.M.S. Pinafore as the gender-bending Ralph Rackstraw.

Christen Patinyotis (Dance)

Christen Patinyotis grew up in Melbourne where she was selected to attend the Victorian College of

the Arts Secondary School. As well as training intensively in Dance, Christen also trained in Singing

and Drama/Theatre. Christen was selected to join Sydney Dance Company’s Pre-Professional Year

under the guidance of Linda Gamblin. Christen continues to work at Sydney Dance Company as a

teacher.

Deepka Ratra (Vocals)

Deepka Ratra graduated with a Master in Opera Performance from the Sydney Conservatorium of

Music at age 23. Performing a wide range of vocal styles, Deepka recently recorded for an Allianz,

ALDI, and Target TV commercial. In 2019 she released her first single, just after performing in

Channel 7's Carols in the Domain. Alongside her solo adventures, she has also worked as a solid

ensemble member for Opera New England’s Susannah, La Traviata, Carmen and La Boheme.

Estevan (Steve) Martin (Drama)

Steve has studied and performed both in Australia and in Spain as an actor for the last 15 years.

After appearing both here and abroad on stage and screen, he began volunteering in Sydney Theatre

Company's Connected program as a teaching artist. Moving into the School Drama program along

with Connected, Steve has worked extensively with the Sydney Theatre company for the last eight

years.Currently collaborating with STC on a book on alternative teaching practices in the

classroom, Steve is also writing a solo performance piece on love and loss and works as a

football coach.



Participant tickets are on sale now at www.upstagensw.com.au/workshop. Limited places available

This year there are also observer tickets available for $15. Observer tickets give parents, family

members or friends of participants the opportunity to watch selected classes throughout the day.

These tickets can also be purchased at www.upstagensw.com.au/workshop.
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